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1st Place: Tribute to my 
mother 

Eddie Kabore  

(Burkina Faso) 

 “No man is poor who 
has a Godly mom” Abraham 
Lincoln Said. By this quote, 
Abraham Lincoln tried to 
show the power of a mother. 
And for me, my mother was a 
pillar in my life. I always do 
everything in my life to make 
her proud of me. All mothers 
in this world do everything 
for their children. So, this text 
is an homage to all women or 
parents who take care of their 
children. By this words, I just 
want to share how my rela-
tionship with my mother has 
changed since I was a child to 
now. 

  One day my childhood, I 
came back from school and I 
saw my mother cooking. She 
was cooking, cleaning the 
house, and teaching mathe-
matics to my brother. On this 
day, I asked myself how she 
did all of these thing simulta-
neously. I told myself she has 
superpowers. When I hide 
something, she automatically 
knew that something was 
wrong, and she found out 
what happened. She always 
knew when I lied. This per-
suaded me that she has super-
powers. When I brought bad 
grades from school, she 
yelled at me. I didn’t like that, 

but I was worried more 
about what she put in my 
lunch than my grades. I was 
an average student until I 
reached high school. Some-
thing happened and defi-
nitely change my live.  

 My older brother who was 
in the US failed at one of 
his exam. At the same time, 
my sister called to say she 
was pregnant. For the first 
time of my life, I saw my 
mother cry. But, did that 
mean she didn’t have super-
powers? She didn’t notice 
when I started sneaking out 
at night either. There were 
many little things like this 
that made me confused. 
But, maybe she did notice, 
maybe she knows every-
thing… maybe that is what 
makes her strong. Whatev-
er, the fact is that this day I 
saw my mother sit and cry. 
Two weeks later, my broth-
er came back from the US 
without any diploma. He 
went for studies, but he did 
nothing and my 18 year old 
sister was pregnant. My 
mom changed completely 
and let me do what I want-
ed. It was certainly awe-
some to feel free, but some-
thing was telling me I did 
bad things. I began to real-
ize that maybe I am the 
problem. So, I started 
working hard and began to 
think back on what my 
mom had always tried to 

teach me about being an adult. 

Three years later, I graduate 
from high school and prepare 
to go study at the US. The day 
before I left, she told me: 
whatever you will do there, 
make sure to represent our 
family, and whatever will hap-

pen, I believe in you. She has 
let me go despite my big broth-
er failed few years ago, and 
despite my sister got pregnant. 
I didn’t realize what was going 
on before she told me that. Her 
words made me think about 
what she does for us. While I 
was travelling I was thinking 
about something: what have 
we done for her? She provided 
everything we wanted and all 
we did was made her cry. 

 I arrived to Tallahassee, and I 
started to go to school. I made 
all I can to make her proud of 
me. All I wanted was to tell 
her was, “I got a great score to 
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the TOEFL… I graduated 
mom.” But one day, my sister 
came to visit me to see me 
and pretended to help me to 
set up my apartment. The day 
after she arrived, I came back 
to school and she told me that 
she has to tell me something. I 

sit to listen and she said 
“our mom has gone”. I 
knew what she meant but 
I didn’t want to accept 
that. I took my jacket and 
went out. I was walking 
and crying, I didn’t know 
what I was doing. I 
crossed the road without 
watching and I heard a 
truck honk. I thought it 
was the end. I would join 
my mom and that was it. 
But at the same time, my 
alarm rang and I woke up. 
I went and asked my sis-

ter, “Do you have news about 
our mom?” She said, “She is 
fine, we talked yesterday.” I 
was so happy knowing that 
my mom was alive so that I 
could realize my goal: to 
make her proud of me.  

I just want to end by another 
quote of Abraham Lincoln 
who said, “All that I am or 
hope to be, I owe to my angel 
mother.” ■          
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felt that I arrived, he started yelling “your 
mother…. your mother”.  Even though I 
told him that I have not seen her yet, he 
kept hallucinatorily asking about her. 

Afterward, they took my mother 
to another room; I followed them without 
thinking. She had been taken to a restrict-
ed room, where nobody can enter without 
getting permission. After waiting around 
ten minutes, one of the staff came to ask 
me, if I was related to Zahra (my mom). 

Then, they finally allowed 
me to see her. When I first 
entered the room, I felt like 
there was a medical confer-
ence in session in that 
room. It was fully covered 
with the whiteness of their 

lab coats. I hardly passed through them 
until I eventually got to my mother. 
Words cannot really describe what I felt 
at that particular moment. I powerlessly 
stood without knowing what to do until 
she asked me to come closer. She told me 
that she wants me to take out her watch 
from her left hand and to take off her 
earrings as well. When I went to her right 
side in order to take off the right peer of 
her earrings, I was about to check on her 
right hand to take off her ring as well. 
She precipitously stopped me saying 
“nothing is there.” After few minutes, I 
saw my eldest uncle talking with one of 
the doctors, who gave him some papers 
to sign. He looked at us by a sorrowful 
face and then he signed. I could not inter-
pret what he did; as I could not under-
stand that the papers he just signed will 
fatefully affect my mother’s life. 

Unfortunately, my mom lost her 
right hand, and my father was severely 
injured in his spine and neck. They had 
to be admitted to the hospital and stay 
there for almost a month. I accompanied 
my mother while my older brother ac-
companied my father during their stays at 
the hospital. During my escort with my 
mother, I used to sleep on the floor using 
a sleeping bag. I couldn’t complain be-
cause the pain I felt was nothing com-

seemed forlorn hope; however, I had a 
great belief that they were alive. Fortu-
nately, receiving a call from a hospital 
telling us that “they are alive” proved 
might right sense. That call was my res-
cue boat which picked me out of the mid-
dle of the ocean.  However, nothing was 
clear to me except that they were alive. 
After receiving the hospital’s call, we 
directly headed to it. When we arrived 
there, we were scanning the emergency 
rooms searching for them. 
Finally, I heard my little 
sister’s voice asking about 
my mother. I followed her 
voice that guided me to her 
location, where I found her 
lying down next to my little brother. I 
heartily hugged both of them before I 
met one of the emergency doctors and 
asked her about their conditions. She 
replied positively telling me that they 
didn’t have any injuries. After that, I 
asked her about my mother, father and 
my other brother. She told me “you can 
find your father and brother in the men’s 
emergency room”. Then I asked again, 
with a frightened voice, “what about my 
mother.”  She said “she is okay. Do not 
worry! She is on the next bed, but you 
cannot see her now because the doctors 
are examining her”. I was trying to hear 
the doctors’ discussion, but I could not 
understand anything because there were a 
lot of medical terms used in their conver-
sation. While waiting for the doctors to 
finish examining my mother, I went to 
check on my father and brother. First, I 
found my 17-year-old brother, who was 
in a good health except for some lacera-
tions in the skin of his right hand. After 
checking on him and trying to calm him 
down since he was very frightened, I 
asked him if he knew where I could find 
my father. He said “Have not you seen 
him yet? What I know is that he was fac-
ing me. You may find him on the other 
side.” I looked on the other side, but I 
could not find him until I heard his low 
sighs penetrating through the dull blue 
curtain. He was semi-unconscious. I did 
not want to bother him, so I just held his 
hand without saying a word.  Once he 

Sometimes, we do not have the 
decision to choose who we are, or how 
our personalities are shaped.  Our fates 
are the only thing that draws our life 
paths, whether we accept it or not. The 
circumstances that we have experienced 
in our daily lives play a great role in 
forming the personalities which everyone 
has today. Nobody knows when or where 
he or she will encounter his or her unex-
pected destiny.   

On one of the Fridays, as we 
were used to having our lunch in one of 
the seafood restaurants, my father told us 
which one we should go to.  My husband 
and I were the first people who arrived at 
the restaurant; we parked in front of the 
main door of the restaurant waiting for 
the rest of my family. At that time, I 
wondered why they had not arrived yet 
while they were ahead of us according to 
the last call we had. We waited for more 
than half an hour, but nobody showed up. 
After waiting around forty minutes, my 
elder brother arrived alone in his car. We 
stared at each other suspiciously. After 
that, we got out from our cars; then I 
asked him “Has any of them answered 
your calls?” as I was sure that he had 
already tried to contact them, because I 
could read that from his face. Unfortu-
nately, he replied by saying “No”, so we 
decided to move. The three of us were 
wondering without a clear plan; my hus-
band was driving while my brother and I 
kept trying to call them. After dozens of 
calls, finally somebody picked up my 
dad’s cellphone “accidentally”. The only 
thing I heard from that phone call was 
“we are not able to get the woman out 
from the vehicle”. At that particular mo-
ment, I felt like a bird without wings. I 
was in the middle of a huge storm; count-
less thoughts came into my mind. The 
first thing that came to my mind is the 
accident of my classmate’s family, which 
occurred on the same week, when she 
lost her mother and only brother. Once I 
envisioned my life without them, I could 
not stay empty handed and do nothing; I 
started unconsciously calling all of the 
emergency numbers, but to no avail.  

At that time, that might have 

2nd Place:  The Unexpected Destiny Esra Abduljabbar (Saudi Arabia) 

“ Nobody knows when 
or where he or she will 
encounter his or her 
unexpected destiny.” 

See DESTINY page  3 
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Learning from Bad Things  Ayah Alhashim (Saudi Arabia) 

Brain Drain in Africa 
Sylvie Sanou (Burkina Faso) 

“They said we are Muslims, so we are 
terrorists.  In that moment, we took a deep 
breath, and we kept calm.” 

pared to my mother’s. Those days in 
the hospital have strengthened my 
relationship with my mother to the 
greatest limit. After they were dis-
charged from the hospital, I had to 
temporarily stop my studies at the 
university in order to take care of 
both of them at the house. I had to 
carry out all the duties which my 
parents used to do. 

The bright outcome of 
that traumatic accident was that I 
changed a lot of my values. The 
period I spent with them at the 
hospital and home has been invalu-
able to me because it has really 
polished my personality in a way 
or another.  It taught me how to be 
responsible for my parents, sib-
lings, and whole family. Moreover, 
it has increased my humanitarian 
sense toward others. In brief, it has 
changed my life’s philoso-
phy.  ■                     

DESTINY from page 2 

Can you imagine if you 
traveled to study abroad, and then 
someone comes to insult you just 
because of your religion! One day, 
I had that experience, and because 
of it I really encourage people, 
who could, to study abroad! That 
situation gave me goals those I 
have to achieve them while living 
in that country. For example, tell-
ing people about my religion and 
the differences between it and my 
traditions. So, let me tell you about 
my story and how did it added 
some aims in my life.  

 One day, I was in a res-
taurant with my friend. While we 
were sitting and talking there, we 
heard a family talking about us! 
They said that we are Muslims, so 
we are terrorists! In that moment, 
we took a deep breath, and we kept 
calm. We know it was not their 
problem. It was misunderstanding 
and ignorance learning about other 
people's religion. They just relied 
on hearing. So, although they did 
not respect my religion, they moti-
vated me to be more stronger and 

trying to make new relationships 
with other people who are in this 
country. I wanted to tell those 
who don’t know that there are 
many differences between reli-
gion and traditions. Also, if a 
Muslim does something wrong 
or bad,  that doesn't mean all 
Muslims are the same. Every-
where you could see bad people 
who follow different religions. 
They are not supposed to be 
Muslims. In addition, when I 
made friends, I would help 
them, also they would help me 
such as both of us would talk 
about his/her country, traditions, 
and religion, so we would get 
knowledge about some people's 
religion! 

 At the end, almost peo-
ple heard who insulted them by 
anything. These people should 
not stop on what they are. They 
should consider that insulting is 
a motivation as I did, and then 
they should keep going.   

We talk about brain drain when 
some people, who could be stu-
dents or workers, immigrate to 
another country in order to work 
instead of staying in their home 
country. So this phenomenon 
has increased these last years, 
especially in Africa. Indeed, 
African brain drain is important 
because it has a lot of bad ef-
fects on African continent. In 
fact, African countries have lost 
every year an important part of 
its high skilled labor force. As 
they are developing countries, 
they need high skilled workers 
who will support the develop-
ment of their countries. Then, by 
working in other countries, spe-
cifically developed countries, 
they worsen the economic situa-
tion of the continent. For in-
stance, the health domain, which 
has a huge effect on the eco-
nomic and other domains, is 
very affected by this phenome-
non because the number of phy-
sicians or nurses per people has 
sharply decreased and most of 
people cannot afford to visit a 
doctor when they need to. 

There are a lot reasons which 
encourage high skilled workers 
to leave their country. The bad 
working conditions, the lack of 
good careers plan, the low level 
of the income and the inefficien-
cy of research programs are the 
mains factors that push high 
skilled workers to stay abroad. 
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Islam is a religion that extols tolerance, 
peace, love of each other, and love of God. 
However, lately, the western perception of 
Muslims and Islam has changed. That 
change is due to many factors. The main 
cause is extremist groups like ISIS or Al 
Qaeda which have brought terror in the 
world. They kill and want to bring confu-
sion within everyone’s mind. For example, 
9/11 was a sad and unforgettable day in the 
US, and since, Americans’ views of Mus-
lims started to change and to become more 
and more negative. Also, within these past 
days, Brussels’ airport has been attacked, 
causing the deaths of a lot of innocents 
including children. These actions are repre-
hensible and should be severely judged.  

Yet, people should make a distinction be-
tween Islam itself and those extremists. 
Islam extols tolerance. It is totally forbid-
den for a Muslim to take the life of a hu-
man being whatever the reasons are. Those 
groups kill people and claim that they are 
Muslims but, how can one be a Muslim 
without following all the rules that all Mus-
lims should follow? Muslims blame those 
groups too. Consequently, Western coun-
tries, Americans especially, should under-
stand that Muslims are not to blame for 
what is happening because they also suffer 
because of that. For example in Syria, 
where ISIS was and is still killing a lot of 
people, the population that is suffering is 
composed of Muslims. To conclude, I will 
just suggest that we tolerate each other as 
brothers from different countries, different 
cultures, but still brothers, in order also to 
fight those groups that create terror all 
around the world. ■ 

Saudi Arabia 
Amal Yahya 
 

Education is one of the funda-
mentals that will aid in bringing any 
nation up from the grassroots.  Because 
of the inevitable role and the importance 
of education, the government should 
invest more of its budget on this. 

First, when the government is 
investing in education, they are cultivat-
ing a seed that will grow tremendously, 
and will help in return by growing the 
economy.  The more education the citi-
zens, the higher the possibilities of em-
ployment and benefiting for the country 
as a whole.  For example, China is con-
sidered one of the top pioneer industrial 
countries.  Why?  Because the majority 
of the people there have degrees in their 
fields. 

Secondly, education will con-
tribute to raising individuals that are 
capable of adapting to newer techniques 
for productivity.  For instance, there is a 
reason why scientists are being paid in 
the billions to build machinery and 
equipments that have a role in making 
lives more convenient.  This would not 
have been possible if education was not 
supported by a superior force.   

Last but not least, by supporting 
education financially, this will encour-
age and increase the amount of people 
aching to learn, but who cannot because 
of financial obstacles.  ■  

Islam & Extremism 
Abdourahamane Ado Boukari 
(Burkina Faso) 

Humanitarian Aid  
Three Perspectives 

Social Media 
Abeer Mobarki (Saudi Arabia) 

I decided to write about how social 
media affects our relationships, and I 
chose this topic because it is very im-
portant to remind us how social media 
has stolen our time when we spend a 
long time just to move from one social 
media site to another.  I believe that 

social media, such as Facebook, 
Twitter, Instagram, Snapchat and 
What’s App affect the real relation-
ship between parents and their chil-
dren; teachers and students; wives 
and husbands; any person and their 
friends; and all men and women in 
general.  We need to take note about 
how we use social media in the day 
to know if we use it in a positive way 

or negative way or as a way to make 
relationships.  In conclusion, social 
media can be useful or harmful for 
the people who use it, so that de-
pends on the usage.  The idea that I 
want to explore is how you are the 
only person who can control your 
way to use social media.  You are 
responsible, so try to take yourself 
self by self to make the right plan 
for using it.  ■ 

Vietnam 
Ngoc Tran 
 

Vietnam is covered by 
ocean, and our territory is separated 
by sea.  This geographical distribu-
tion affects our climate.  Every 
year, we suffer from storms, thun-
derstorms, and earthquakes.  Many 
lives and families come apart.  
Frankly, our economy can’t handle 
or fix the bad results after these 
catastrophes.  If we received a large 
humanitarian donation, our govern-
ment should use it effectively by 
investing the money in infrastruc-
ture, specifically dykes.   

Acts of God are something 
that humans can’t control or avoid, 
however, we should have plans to 
reduce the effects.  Dykes are a nec-
essary process.  I believe that pro-
tecting is more important and useful 
than repairing.  Moreover, I truly 
believe that a great country has a 
great bottom, not a great top.  Our 
government whose residents and 
leaders are wise experts about na-
ture, and they understand how terri-
ble the results of acts of God are.  If 
we invest all the money in the bot-
tom of our country, into buildings 
to have stronger protections, then 
we won’t spend as much money to 
repair buildings after storms.  ■  
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Burkina Faso 
Abdourahamane Ado Boukari 

Humanitarian donations are 
helpful for the countries that are really 
in need of it.  However, the money that 
is given should be invested in a worthy 
domain in order to decrease the need for 
more donations, or poverty.  I strongly 
believe that, in the case of my own 
country, the money should be invested 
in health.   

Health is without a doubt the 
most important thing in life because 
without it, nothing can be achieved.  
Burkina Faso is a poor country, and 
there are a lot of health issues.  The 
mortality rate is one of the highest in 
Africa, and so, the world.  The infant 
mortality rate is also very high and all of 
these issues should be solved first.  
There are not enough hospitals and doc-
tors for all of the population, and that 
makes the price of consultations higher. 

By investing the money in 
health, the country guarantees health for 
everyone, both poor and rich.  If there 
are more doctors and more hospitals, the 
mortality rate will decrease significant-
ly.  Therefore, there will be more treat-
ment for dangerous diseases like malar-
ia, which is the biggest killer in West 
African countries.  Some rural areas, far 
away from the cities, lack doctors and 
treatments.  Sometimes there is just one 
doctor for the whole village.  And even 
if he is a good one, he won’t have eve-
rything he needs to cure every single 
patient in the village.  There are a lot of 
epidemic diseases due to the lack of 
care.  Recently, Ebola appeared in Afri-
ca, killing a lot of rural people.  Resolu-
tions should be taken in order to avoid 
those kind of diseases again. 

Health is very important and all 
poor countries should start by solving 
health issues first, before trying to de-
velop other sectors like infrastructure, 
which is not really as important as 
health. ■  

     When we talk about America 
the first thing that comes to mind 
is freedom. There are many good 
things about being an American. 
One of the good things about be-
ing an American is that you can 
enter many countries without get-
ting a visa. America always helps 
people who do not have anything 
to build a new life and get US 
citizenship. There are many prob-
lems in some countries such 
as wars and their people cannot 
live comfortably. Most of them 
leave to other countries, but the 
best country for them is America. 
America welcomes any person no 
matter about religion, age, race or 
color. These reasons behind the 
huge number of immigrants who 
want to start completely new life 
in the U.S.   
     First, Freedom means to do 
whatever you want to do and no 
one asks you about that. You 
must follow the law. In America 
the people choose their president 
by vote. The president can be 
president for 4 years after that, do 
other vote to let him\her president 
of the U.S. for other 4 years. That 
means the maximum length to be 
president of the United States is 8 
years. The possibility of criticism 
gives opinions about the govern-
ment. That calls freedom of 
speech. In many countries criti-
cism the government could lead 
to prison.   
      Second, over one million per-
sons were naturalized as U.S. citi-
zen in 2008. Many people entered 
to America without papers and 
they could be U.S citizen. There 
are many ways to be an Ameri-

can. For example, who was born in 
America can get the American 
passport easily. The most common 
way to be U.S. citizen is to get 
married from American person but 
it should be real married not just 
on paper. Join the armed forces at 
least for 3 years. Many peo-
ple prefer this path because the 
migrant can join the armed even 
without paper. Political asy-
lum helps as well.  
      Last, the education in the Unit-
ed State of main causes of the cur-
rent development. Among the 
adult population of the country, 
and more than 85 present have 
completed high school and 27 per-
cent have obtained a bachelor’s 
degree or higher. This illustrates 
the importance of education for the 
United States. The United States 
has 8 universities of the best 10 
universities in the world. The best 
3 universities in the world are Har-
vard University, Stanford Univer-
sity and MIT. That means when 
you be U.S. citizen, you will have 
a perfect chance to complete your 
education.  
       In conclusion, the word that 
describes America is freedom. 
America does not force people to 
do something they do not want. 
The possibility of a person gets US 
citizenship. America welcomes the 
people all over the world. One 
of the most important success fac-
tors is American education. At-
tempt to take advantage of anyone 
who can provide economic benefit 
to the country or scientific re-
search. In short, America is the 
land for making a new life. ■  

 

To Be an American  Emad Fallatah (Saudi Arabia) Humanitarian Aid  
Three Perspectives 

(continued) 
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           Every country wants to face 
the world with the good industries. 
Nowadays most countries prove 
themselves by revenue and export. 
China is the biggest country about 
revenue and export that is making 
china steer the economic world. I 
expect we all agree with that. In addi-
tion, each country might have special 
inventions, china is the number one 
of having amazing production, yet 
Saudi Arabia has been developing its 
industries. To be in the front with the 
biggest economy country in the 
world, you need to create special 
items, I believe we all need that in the 
present 
day. I 
wil-
lexamine 
below 
the most 
im-
portant 
inven-
tions in 
Saudi 
Arabia 
new 
weapons, new appliances with high 
quality and safety tools for babies.  
          Firstly, making new weapons 
can change your country to be strong-
er. In Saudi Arabia, there are new and 
amazing weapons such as new army 
aircraft and armored cars. Saudi gov-
ernment has created planes without 
pilot that is promising step to the 
bright future in Saudi Arabia. Fur-
thermore, they planned Inventing this 
army aircraft for 2009, when they 
almost finished to build King Ab-
dulaziz City for Science and Technol-
ogy which is located in the capital 
city of Saudi Arabia. This place is 
where they created these planes. Now 

Inventions in Saudi 
Arabia 
Mutaz Bakri 

“Saudi Arabia has 
been working for a 

bright future to 
improve industries.” 

if Saudi Arabia wants to attack the ene-
mies, it could fight them and protect its 
soldiers at the same time because Saudi 
Arabia will rely on the army aircraft 
without pilot. Besides that, Saudi gov-
ernment created new and strong armored 
cars to protect its soldiers when they 
want to move with their cars. These cars 
are anti-missile, it might use to 
transport, protect the soldier who will 
drive it, and it may work as a rocket ar-
tillery.  
           Secondly, creating good appli-
ances with a high quality made the Sau-
di’s economic much better than few 
years ago. If you could take a look about 
Saudi’s economic history, you will real-
ize that Saudi’s economic depended on 
the oil only, it did not have revenue and 
export. Saudi Arabia one of the coun-
tries which have strong will, it has been 
working hard to be one of the biggest 
economic countries. Nowadays, they 
have created faucets, sinks, toilets and 
taps these are made in Saudi Arabia. It 
helps Saudi citizens a lot. For instance, 
in the past we were buying these tools 
with a higher prize, but now we could 
buy it cheaper and easily we do not need 
to wait the order two weeks or three. 
Likewise, Saudi government exports 
these tools to different countries like 
Kuwait, Qatar, yamen etc. that devel-
oped Saudi economy much better.  
         Last, but not the least, having safe-
ty tools for babies is more comfortable 
for the mothers. Saudi Arabia has a new 
tool originally that created by student 
who was studying at King Saud univer-
sity. In additional, Saudi government did 
a good step about this invention, it 
bought the idea from that student with 
around $10,000. The first uses to that 
tool was really impressive, every woman 
who has a baby looked up for it. That 
tool I have mentioned above; it might 
use to protect the baby from drowning. 
We had in Saudi Arabia a lot of cases 
similar to this. Because we have tradi-

tions each month, we set up a day for 
picnic. Some of Saudi’s families like 
to rent land for relaxing this land 
includes pool and something for en-
tertainment like 8ball and soccer 
field. How did the idea come? That 
person who made the tool was relax-
ing with his family then his brother 
drowned in the pool and died. That 
was encouraging and challenging to 
his brother to save other baby’s life. 
In additional, if you put that device 
in the pool when no one in the pool 
and some babies jump to the pool, 
you will hear a loud voice as a bell. 
Now in Saudi Arabia, you could find 
that device anywhere that may sell 
safety tools.  
        Saudi Arabia is one of the old 
countries if we all agree about that 
we can easily reach a conclusion 
that, Saudi Arabia has been working 
for a bright future to improve indus-
tries. Now, it has good weapons to 
save their soldiers. Moreover, we 
will keep our money and time by 
buying tools that is made in Saudi 
Arabia. Also, every woman would 
picnic, and they will not be afraid to 
their children. ■ 
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Military Fort 
Anonymous 

Human’s greed is never ending. We 
can see this clearly through history. No one 
was satisfied about his position or what he 
possessed. Therefore, people have fought -
and still until now- trying to rape other’s 
rights, by claiming that they have the privi-
lege to steel what they want. As a result of 
wars, people want to defend themselves and 
their countries as well. From very early histo-
ry to modern times, military fortifications 
have been a necessity for cities to survive. 
During Florida’s colonial period (when Flori-
da peninsula was controlled by Spanish) 1565
-1763, they made many military fortifica-
tions, which are buildings with special con-
struction methods, in strategic locations to 
fortify territories.  

         In the beginning, I have to 
say that clarifying the construction methods 
of military fortifications are very important to 
be mentioned first, in order to help us to un-
derstand the purpose for them later. First of 
all, they were made of logs, boards, and 
earth. However, these wooden forts couldn’t 
resist the different kinds of destructions. 
Whether they were natural like rot, or they 
may have destroyed easily by enemies. For 
example, they can burn them. The Fort at 
St.Markas was constructed of wood and cov-
ered with lime to create the appearance of 
stone. Although, this trick wasn't successful, 

 

it was destroyed by pirates. On other 
hand, the forts that were constructed with 
coquina blocks, oyster shell lime, and 
rocks, can be well preserved. The best 
instance for that is Castillo De San Mar-
cos in St. Augustine. Spaniards and Indi-
ans spent more than 20 years building it. 
This fort successfully withstood many 
attacks. 

    Second, it has been 
proven by history that people try careful-
ly to choose strategic locations for their 
military fortifications. And this is what 
made them such important defensive 
points. Forts in Florida like Pensacola 
fort, which is located on the bay in the 
west, where there were many attempts 
from Indians to capture it. Another ex-
ample, is the forts at St.Augustine in the 
north east of Florida. They faced repeat-
ed threats. De San Marcos, Fort 
Mose,and Matanza, which were located 
in the east of Florida,  their functions 
were to guard Florida from British and 
French attacks. They make use of the 
strategic geography by constricting the 
coast and providing physical protection 
for military. Actually, all the forts were 
located by the sea whether in the west or 
the east of Florida's borders. They ex-
pected attacks from the sea by British 
and French army in the east; and on the 
other side, they faced Indians. As a result 
of that, forts have successfully defeated 
any attempts to capture them. 

      Third, the military 
fortifications in Florida had a huge im-
portance in that period. They were de-

signed for defense of lands in warfare. 
They mainly served the purpose of a 
watch tower to guard certain roads and 
lands that might threaten the region. In 
addition, they did a great job maintaining 
the borders. These forts could defeat 
many attacks. They had very strong 
walls that stopped enemies. Fort Mose, 
which consisted of a small village with a 
strong defensive wall and was surround-
ed by a moat, was located two miles 
north of St Augustine. This fort was like 
a strong shield for that area. Forts during 
that time were not only related to mili-
tary issues but also, they considered 
helping people as an important thing to 
do. Forts provided food and shelter. In 
addition to this, they had a big religious 
role as well. For example, St.Augustin 
included teachers and missionaries. They 
recruited volunteers to teach Christianity 
for children and prisoners. 
    In conclusion, military fortifi-
cations in Florida during Colonial period 
were remarkable points in history. Many 
of these forts are still exist today. They 
are clear evidence that can show us what 
happened there. Those walls tell us many 
stories in resistance and how people 
lived in conflict. In my opinion, I think 
everyone will pay whatever it takes to 
live in safe. No matter how hard it is, 
anything will be easier than to live in 
war. Those people who spend their lives 
fighting for their countries and families 
are true heroes. Their bravery can defeat 
the evilness of other people. ■  
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Hospitality and Islam 
Abeer Hashim (Saudi Arabia) 

CIES Voices is a showcase of student’s authentic 
writing and compositions. 

The Center for Intensive English Studies is an Inten-
sive English Program located in the heart of campus 
at Florida State University.  Our students come from 
all over the globe to enroll in robust and challenging 
seven-week English sessions. 

Thanks to our students, faculty, and administration 
for making the CIES Voices publication possible. 

Special Thanks to our judges:  Isik Akyollu Den-
izman, Erika Hernandez, Patrick Kennell, Jared 
Paglialonga, and Claire Sipple 

been recommended to Muslims by the Prophet 
Mohammed to host guests for three nights with 
food, house, and serving without waiting for 
any repayment or reward regardless the guests’ 
religion, color, or where they are from. Abra-
ham’s honored hospitality story in the Quran 
and the Bible has been an ideal picture of hos-
pitality for Muslims and many Christians be-
cause it includes high values of politeness and 
kindness. The differences between this hospi-
tality in Arab Gulf countries and other coun-
tries are the hosting places, arranging appoint-
ments, and food receptions. For example, in 
most of the Gulf countries, women and men sit 
separately because of their religious and cultur-
al teachings. In conclusion, every part of the 
world has different way in hospitality, but in 
general most Muslims in the world share the 
same ways or traditions. ■          

Recently, I have started working on 
an initial research about hospitality in Is-
lam, specifically as it is related to the Ara-
bic Gulf countries. The purpose of my re-

search is to present the hospitality’s value 
for Muslims and how much hospitality be-
havior and tradition reflect their personali-
ty, culture, and social relationships with 
neighbors and relatives. Hospitality has 
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